
Throughout the decades, the care La Rabida 
provides has evolved. We have pivoted to 
meet the needs of our patient population 
and the communities we serve. We have 
always been dedicated to transforming the 
lives of children: uplifting, empowering and 
ensuring they can meet every single challenge 
and opportunity presented to them. 
This is how we raise possibilities.

Dear Friends,
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We Are Family



We do this so well because we treat each patient like family. We also 
teach families how to best care for their children, educating, 
supporting, and empowering them so they feel comfortable and 
confident raising their children with complex needs.

From our nutrition, behavioral health and rehab services to our 
specialized car seat and after school tutoring programs, to obtaining 
transportation, utilities and food assistance, we help set our families 
up for success. Through our Launch and Ascend programs, we educate 
and help our kids and families to obtain optimal services when they 
transition to adult care.

              More immediately, the redesign of our inpatient unit is well underway. 
         This project will optimize the level of care we deliver and meet the 
           growing needs of patients with complex medical and technology needs. 
            Over the past few years, both the level of medical complexity and the 
             overall demand for our services has increased. This project will ensure 
              we continue to provide high quality, innovative, and developmentally-
                       focused care that is centered on the needs of our children and 
           their families. We are also expanding our capacity and adding 
              new patients room and updating all our patient rooms with 
           the latest technology. The highlight of the project is a new 
                 specially designed interdisciplinary playroom for patients 
           and their families.



As for family fun, this summer we partnered with Just Roots to provide a “farmacy” in our healing 
garden. As families came for their appointments, they were able to take home fresh produce 
each week and learn cooking techniques from farmers and chefs. We have also partnered with 
the Cook County Sheriff’s Office to bring therapy dogs to La Rabida. Those dogs have 
infused our hallways with joy and brought comfort to both our children and staff.

Like all families, we are bound together by a common goal – our drive to help children reach 
their fullest potential, and give them access to the very best medical care. Thank you for being 
part of the La Rabida family.

Brenda Wolf
President and CEO

Gratefully,

Fred Berglund
Chairman, Board of Trustees



Caring for Children with Disabilities
Mom Ana found out she was having a little girl with Down syndrome when she was five months pregnant. 
She wasn’t sure what her daughter’s life would be like, but she was determined to make sure it was a full one. 

           Navigating the journey can be overwhelming, but with the right team on their 
       side Jennifer and her family have received the support they need at La Rabida. 
           From speech therapy, occupational therapy and physical therapy, Jennifer 
             works hard every week to become more independent. With the help of her 
              team of therapists, Jennifer has made tremendous progress. 

      “I have seen a lot of improvements in Jennifer since being at La Rabida,” 
                explains mom Ana. “Jennifer’s speech has really improved and she is able to 
              communicate better.” 

            Physical therapy has also helped her with activities like jumping and going up 
           the stairs. She has also learned to write and get dressed on her own thanks to 
             occupational therapy.

New Year, New Staff
Our family at La Rabida grew this year. We welcomed 
a new Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Sarah Hoehn. Dr. Hoehn is 
board certifed in pediatric critical care medicine, pediatrics, 
pediatric hospice and palliative medicine. 

We also recently welcomed a new Chief Financial Officer and 
Vice President of Administration, Brian Fredericks, who has two 
decades of experience in healthcare, finance and operations. He most 
recently served as Chief Operating Officer and Vice President of Finance for 
Medical Home Network (MHN), a health care innovations organization. 
He replaces Mark Renfree, who after 14 years of dedicated service to the hospital, 
retired. We wish him the best on his next chapter.

Stories from the year



Diabetes Clinic
       Andrea, mom to Josefina, had an inkling something was wrong when her daughter 
           was always thirsty and frequently urinating. One morning her head began 
    slumping over while she was eating breakfast. 

      “Our world changed within 20 minutes,” her mom says. “She was diagnosed 
        with Type 1 diabetes that day. You don’t ever forget that day.” 

“                The La Rabida team, from that very first day, helped pick us up as a family
                 and walked us through each step. Each day we focused on different things. 
      We met with the nurses, the diabetes nurse educators, the endocrinologists, 
             the social worker, the dietitian – you name it there was a person for it.” 
  
         The goal of La Rabida’s Chicago Children’s Diabetes Center (CCDC) is to help 
     support kids like Josefina navigate the obstacles they are facing while also 
providing support for their families.

Oral Motor Feeding Clinic
Asia was born premature with a cleft palate and an undersized jaw. After five 
months in a neonatal intensive care unit (NICU), multiple surgeries, and several 
weeks of rehabilitation aboard the S.S. La Rabida, Asia finally went home to her 
family. But her condition and the surgeries to repair her face and mouth affected 
her ability to eat, and her nutrition suffered.  

“It got to the point that Asia wouldn’t take a single bite. She would see food and start 
crying,” her mom Adilene remembers. “Sometimes I would pause the tube feeds and be like, 
okay, I see you’re hungry. You’re going to have to eat food because I know that you’re capable of doing it.”

That’s when they turned to the team at La Rabida’s Oral Motor Feeding Clinic for support. The team of dietitians, 
speech therapists and social workers help families find appropriate eating methods and reduce stress at 
mealtimes for the entire family.

Stories from the year



Healing After an Accident
In 2021, two-year-old Pierre was involved in a car accident that left him unable to walk or talk. Doctors found 
bleeding on one side of his brain and a fracture on the other, bringing his development to a screeching halt. 

“Before the accident, Pierre was like any normal two-year-old. He was running 
around, talking, and just being a kid,” says his mom, Jalessa. “After the accident, 
he lost a lot of that.” 

Once Pierre was stabilized and received immediate care at a major medical
center, he was transferred to La Rabida for inpatient rehabilitation. Here, he 
worked closely with physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech 
therapists, infant development and child life specialists. This holistic team 
worked one-on-one with Pierre and his family to help him regain the skills he 
lost during the accident. 

He began to talk again with therapy and he started to walk 
again. He also used the La Rabida therapy pool to build up 
his strength and endurance.

Sickle Cell Clinic
     La Rabida has one of the largest pediatric sickle cell programs in Illinois. 
 
      Malik, 16, and Syncere, 12, were each diagnosed with sickle cell mere days 
       after they were born. 

      “I was terrified. I didn’t know what this meant for my baby. I didn’t know 
       what sickle cell was,” says their mom Sharletta. “I’ve learned everything 
      about sickle cell from La Rabida. I’ve learned a lot about pain, how to help 
     the boys, and signs to look out for. The care team has also taught them how  
   to manage their pain themselves.”

Stories from the year
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Estates
Estate of Milton W. Corn
Lorraine Hensel Trust
Clarence J. Mancik Settlement 
     Trust
Estate of Dominic G. Origitano
Vivian Hansen Trust

$100,000.00+
Anonymous
The Coleman Foundation
Julius N. Frankel Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
The Brinson Foundation
The Crown Family
George M. Eisenberg 
     Foundation for Charities
Joseph & Bessie Feinberg 
     Foundation
William & Peggy Gann
Neal P. Logue
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Daniel & Susan Real
Spirit of Children

$25,000 - $49,999
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Berglund Construction
Helen Brach Foundation
ComEd / Exelon
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Gopuff
Hinsdale Bank & Trust, 
     a Wintrust Community Bank
Peter G. Horton Charitable Trust
Illinois Tool Works Inc.
Paula K. Jaudes and 
     Nancy K. Frankenberry Fund
The Northern Trust
Polk Bros. Foundation
John Salvino 
VNA Foundation

Our Donors



$25,000 - $49,999
Allen & Genie Kutchins
Randy & Hadrian Markowitz
Chicago White Sox Community 
     Fund, a McCormick 
     Foundation Fund
Mesirow Financial Services
O’Neill & Gaspardo, LLC
Edmond and Alice Opler 
     Foundation
Matthew & LeeAnn Phipps
The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund
PNC Bank
Andrew & Olivia Roscoe
Michael & Christine Rothkopt
Grant L. Sanders
Special Kids Foundation
The John Tolan Family Fund
Julie & Ron Vander Weele
Fred K. Walz
William Blair & Company, LLC
Brenda J. Wolf & Fred Siegman
W.W. Grainger, Inc.

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Fred & Jean Allegretti 
     Foundation
Ariel Investments, LLC
BMO Harris Bank
Richard & Ann Carr
Chicago Bulls Community Assist 
     Fund, a McCormick 
     Foundation Fund
Chicago Sky
John & Maureen Clifford
Bruce R. Cohen & 
     John Pijanowski
CVS Health
FGMK
Brian & Paula Gaspardo
Maria C. Green & 
     Oswald G. Lewis
John P. Harney
Nancy Frankenberry
Michael & Rosalind Keiser
The Kellcie Fund

Our Donors



*deceased

$25,000 - $49,999
RSM US LLP
Allen Schechter* & Esther 
     Schechter
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Barry & Nancy Schultz
Cedric & Pepper Shaw
Michelle Thetford
Travelers Insurance
The University of Chicago 
     Medical Center
Sandra J. & Bruce Wall
Richard & Diane Weinberg
Keith & Karen Weiss

$25,000 - $49,999
Dr. John & Kathleen Grady
Robert & Kelly Guglielmi
John & Francine Gyann
Patricia & Matthew Halper
Mark & Elizabeth Hanna
Hunt Club
Lee Ann & Melvin H Jacobs 
     Foundation
Ronald & Gail Kahn
Michael Kamon & Kristin Miller
Allen E. Kanter
Sheila & John Kelly
Kapil Khanna & 
     Kendra Curry-Khanna
Kovler Family Foundation
Life Tech
Lockton Companies
Corey & Katharine Minturn
The Negaunee Foundation
Adam & Nicole Ortega
Parkside Investments, LLC
Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas
Project Management Advisors, 
     Inc.
Omar Rihani
Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila LLP

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
In honor of Irvin & Grace 
     Hejdoneck
A. Montgomery Ward 
     Foundation
Airbnb, Inc.
Alliant Insurance Services
Howard & Frankie Alper
John G. Bauer & Barbara Bauer*
The George and June Block Family 
     Foundation
Charles & Mary Anne Bobrinskoy 
Julius E. Brasini* & 
     Joycelyn L. Brasini
Lisa & David Burik
David & Lynn Coughenour
Jeffrey & Leslie Cox
Brian & Barbara Cronin
Mary Lou Downs Foundation
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
John & Kelley Ferguson
Joshua A. Fisher
Zareefa Flener
James A. Gammon Charitable 
     Foundation, Inc.
David & Shawn Ginsberg

Our Donors



Our Donors
$25,000 - $49,999
Emily Chase & Ricki Chase
Christopher Glass Services, Inc
Daniel & Susan Clifford
Doug & Carol Cohen
Brett & Eileen Collins
Stephanie Comer & Robert Craigie
Randy Conn
Continental Painting and 
     Decorating, Inc
Nick Cromydas
Clinton M. Crosier
Brian & Alison Dacy
David K. Dastur
Louis Davis, Jr.
James & Karen DeZellar
David & Susan Diamond
Terence & Joan Donnelly
Downey & Lenkov LLC
Delona E. DuBois
Christopher & Carolyn Eckert
George H. & Alfreda R. Eddings
Eldred-Harland Charitable Fund
Chris Engelman
Escarpita Construction
Ashkan & Johara Farhadieh
Adam & Brooke Fox
Frontrunner Systems, Inc.

$25,000 - $49,999
Lawrence M. Gartner, M.D.
Scott P. George
Sharon Giles
Norman & Cynthia Goldring
Dr. Lewis A. Hare & Ruth Lerman 
     Hare Charitable Foundation
Edward C. Haupt
James & Paula Hellige
Patricia Henebry
The Daniel & Janet Hidding 
     Foundation
Homewood Disposal Service, Inc
Integral Flooring Systems
International Financial Group
George Johnson
Kenneth Johnson
Dr. Ann & Gary Karch
Zachary Kelly
Kevin Dowling Scholarship Fund
Patrick & Ann Kitchen
Knickerbocker Roofing & Paving 
     Co., Inc.
James F. & Nadine Kobs
Joseph & Helen Komarek 
     Foundation
LA-CO Industries, Inc.
Lamar Johnson Collaborative

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (4) 
All-Guard Auto Alarms Inc.
Sarah & Vincent Anderson
Terrell & D’Andrea Anderson
Ursula A. Anderson
Aqueity
Abraham Asllani
ATI Ambulance
Bruce & Ann Bachmann Family 
     Foundation
Janet M. Baurle
Thomas & Amelia Bayer
Kevin Berglund
Andrea Billhardt
Glenn Binstein
William & Amanda Blank
Block Electric Company
John & Colleen Brannigan
Thomas Burrell
Richard M. & Andrea X. Burridge
James Butler
Cantor Fitzgerald Relief Fund 
     Administration
James Capodice
CAPTRUST Financial Advisors
Josh & Mary Chapman
Prasad & Nivedita Chappidi



$25,000 - $49,999
G. Isaac Stanley
Mike & Pamela Starr
Jeffrey Sternberg
T & K Masonry, Inc.
Paul Tenuta
Terry Plumbing Co.
Frederick & Elizabeth Thomas
Michael Thometz
Karen & Rich Timmons
Jack & Susan Tribbia
USA Fire Protection
Dave & Gay Vajda
Rick Van Horne
Samuel Weinstein Family 
     Foundation
James R. Wesner
Joyce E. Williams
Kenneth Williams
James & Gertrude Wooten
William & Andrea Zopp

$25,000 - $49,999
Stephen L. Phillips
Prime Scaffold, Inc.
Walter & Juliette Pryor
Jeff Ragan
Ratia Construction
Kiril & Megan Ratia
Terrence & Amy Real
Mark & Kathy Renfree
Republic Services
John Robak
Richard Rodgers
Harold & Linda Rosenson
John & Denise Rudolph
Safe Environmental Corporation
Peter & Beth Schenck
Ute & Richard Schlake
Donald G. Schoen, Jr. & 
     Madelyn Schoen
Thomas R. & Mary Ellen Schuman
William & Sharol Schwass
Scott Steel Services Inc.
Service Sanitation, Inc.
Ilene W. Shaw
Kevin Sichak & Michelle Sichak
Lynn Smith
Stan & Dima Solowski
Ross & Susan Sprovieri

$1,000 - $4,999 (continued)
Ryan & Kelly Lawrence
Carolyn M. Lee
Geoffrey Lee
Dennis Leu & Louise Wood
Dr. Raymond M. Leuthold & 
     Dr. Jane H. Leuthold
Dana & Christine Levenson
Harvey Loeb
Loop Capital Markets
Low Voltage Solutions, Inc.
Christine Lynch
Bruce & Nancy MacRae
Magellan Corporation
Malko Communications Services
Marquette Associates, Inc.
Theresa Martinez
McCauley Mechanical 
     Construction, Inc.
Michels Construction, Inc.
Craig & Mary Alice Miller
Gary Mitchiner & Ellen Winick
Peter Nicholson
John V. Painter Trust
Bart Pajor
Vincent M. Panozzo
PepsiCo
Bruce & Deborah Pfaff

Our Donors



$25,000 - $49,999
IRIS Construction Services
Sandra L. Jackson
JFB Tax Consulting LLC
Doug King
Valerie King
Brian David Kittle
Eileen Lach
Kathy Lancaster
Elizabeth Lefkow
Frances E. Lefkow
Gene Liebler
Kasey Madden
Stavros Maltezos
Matthew Markowitz
Paul McGrath
Andrea & Samuel McIntire
Melvin McNeal
Anthony M. McWhorter
Midway Dodge
Keir Mitchell
George W. Morris
Mark W. & Carol A. Mulac
Brian D. Mulligan
Jeffrey Murphy
Alan & Barbara Newman
Courtney Nottage
Alan G. Orlowsky

$25,000 - $49,999
Lawrence Clark
Veronica Clarke
Franciscus J.M. Ten Brink &
     Jeannine M. Cleary
Jane Colman
Carol Cronin Moran
Paula Danoff
Jeffery L. Dennis
Jerome L. Dreyfuss
William H. Dunbar, Jr.
Steve & Norma Ericson
Wilton & Pamela Evans
Eddie Floyd
Michael Froats
Amy E. Gamelli
Patrick Gleason
Hallie Goldblatt
Graham Grady
Joseph & Roseann Grady
Kimberly Gralen
Philip & Susan Gresh
Jack & Constance Herchenbach
Angela R. Hicks
John & Mirna Holton
Vickie M. Horn
Lisa Hudson
Joel & Jill Hurwitz

$500 - $999
Anonymous
AARP
AbbVie
Alan F. Adducci
AmazonSmile Foundation
Jewel L. Anderson
Jerry Antos
Bank of America
Poinesha Barnes
Victor J. Bernstein
Jeff Binstein
Seymour & Beverly Binstein
Elaine Blue
Hans & Christa Boden
The Boeing Company
Dr. Rosemary L. Briars &
     Mr. Thomas F. Suffern
Krista Buchmeier
Adrianna Burns
Sheelah Cabrera
Phillip L. Cacioppo
Neil & Elaine Capps
Cardosi Kiper Design Group, Inc.
Sean Carroll
Dr. Edith Chernoff
CHUBB & Son, a Division of
     Federal Insurance Company

Our Donors



*deceased

$25,000 - $49,999
UBS Financial Services
Amante Udarbe
William A. Von Hoene, Jr.
Catherine Walsh
Nicole Welch
Hugh & Connie Williams
Anne Wilson & James Darrow
Windy City Ghost Busters from      
     Darien Lion Club
Jeffery S. Winston
Mary Therese Wolf
Yardmax Power Products, Inc.

$500 - $999 (continued)
Michael Penicnak
E. Scott Peterson & 
     Judith M. Desenis
Dana M. Phillips
Ariel Ramirez
Johnny L. Ramsey
Myriam Renaud
Richard & Susan Roths
Charles L. Rubner
Heidi Rudolph
Howard B. Sall & Mary Frances Cox
Philip & Lysa Saran
Searcy Pediatric and Adolescent
     Behavioral Healthcare, LLC
Jeff Seitz
Eric Sherrier
Fred A. Smith &
     Ms. Sue A. Connaughton
Malvin Smith
Paul Sobel* & Edith Sobel
Gwendolyn Steele
Joel M. Stender
Douglas & Tammy Swill
Steve & Gayle Szpytek
Myriam Tafoya
Jennifer Tavares-Kitchen
Frank & Mary Trager

Our Donors



Officers
Fred Berglund, 
Chair

Terence Donnelly, 
Vice Chair

Allen Kutchins, 
Secretary

Brian Fredericks, 
Treasurer

Brenda J. Wolf, 
President and CEO

Brenda J. Wolf
President and CEO

Michele A. Wysoglad
Vice President, Development 
and External Affairs

Sarah Hoehn, M.D., MBe
Chief Medical Officer

Theresa Martinez, MSN, NE-BC, CCRN-K
Chief Nursing Officer and 
Vice President, Patient Care Services

Brian Fredericks
Chief Financial Officer and
Vice President, Administration

Trustees
Josh Chapman
Bruce Cohen
Eileen Collins
William Cordes
Brian Dacy
Johara Farhadieh

John Ferguson
Adam Fox
Brian Gaspardo
Kelly Guglielmi 
Patricia Harper
Mark Hanna

John Harney
Allen Kanter
Valerie King
Bruce MacRae
Randy Markowitz
Kristin Miller

Matthew Phipps
Megan Ratia
Daniel Real
Richard Rodgers
Andrew Roscoe
Grant Sanders

Cedric Shaw
Michelle Thetford
Julie Vander Weele
Fred Walz
Keith Weiss

Board of Trustees

Executive Leadership


